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Members/ Friends/ Families
of the 598th Transportation Brigade

Happy Spring! We are pleased to be enjoying some warmer temperatures finally and as the
change of seasons begin to take hold, it reminds me that we are moving into a season that
typically signifies growth, renewal, and (especially) blooming flowers!

The Brigade is moving into a new season of development too! Iam very pleased to report
that we have been granted permission to hire the many shortages in our BDE level orga-
nization that was stalled due to the severe budgetary constraints put on the U.S. Army in
these uncertain fiscal times. Additionally, we have begun to assess how our move from
the Benelux Region has left some items that we need to focus on here in Sembach as we
get settled in for a busy season of mission support. This new season for the Brigade will
focus mainly on "consolidation" of our move and "internal" focus on our policies and
procedures. With new employees joining us soon we will have to train them and welcome
them aboard to allow them time to fit into our very busy mission workload.

Our Brigade Priorities will remain as follows: 1) Support to our Customers (EUCOM,
AFRICOM, CENTCOM) 2) Global Force Laydown Analysis (GFL 2015) 3) Consolida-
tion of BDE level administration and training.

After we move through the summer we will be in a better position to assess where our
emphasis needs to be placed and how to match it to the strategic and operational changes
SDDC is seeking to meet for the future.

I have finally met everyone in the BDE and was honored to meet the entire team out in the
Azores for a brief but informative visit! CSM Howard and I were able to get a glimpse of
the mission challenges that the 838th and the Azores Detachment will face as the USAF
begins to restructure their mission there in the middle of the Atlantic Ocean! Everyone
there was dedicated to making the mission happen and should be proud of the tradition
of service provided to the forces deployed there! So glad we were able to meet the team!

839th and the Turkey Detachment remain fully engaged in Baku supporting multi-modal
operations and I was thrilled to have spent some "quality time" with the 839th team on the
ground in Morocco as they formed the core of the JTFPO headquarters working with the
688th RPOE and US Navy EPU to support Marines training with Moroccan forces. The
commercial and military vessel offloads went very well and the entire team learned much
about the capabilities and complexities of operating in a joint environment. The exercise
was shortened - but the lessons learned were many (especially for me) and I know that it
made a big impact on the Marine Task Force and AFRICOM as a whole.

Everyone across the BDE has remained engaged in every aspect of a very busy mission
and I want to encourage everyone to take time with their families to enjoy the warmer
weather! Make sure to take photos of your adventures and submit them to your unit
PAO reps as the BDE is now on FACEBOOK! We have an active social media site that
can be used to share photos, events, and updates for our workforce and families. >>>>
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Make sure to "like" us on your home account!

Please take time to remember that the sad events in Boston are a testament to the fact that we are still subject to threats. We are very much
a nation at war and all of our personnel must remain vigilant against threats to our operations and our personnel. The mission of this brigade
supports that effort directly and while we are proud of our role - we must remember to keep force protection matters in the forefront of
everything we do.

Thanks finally to everyone for making this winter a safe period. We may take for granted the lack of serious incidents in the BDE but we
must remember that "Safety is no accident"....please continue to make solid decisions about travel, risk, and hazards at home and in the

work place.

Best regards to everyone for a wonderful Spring season!!!
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The tradition of celebrating memorial day began as "Decoration Day" and first observed in May 1868 where a General order was
published to authorize and direct the decoration of war dead from the U.S. Civil War. Graves of both Union and Confederate
soldiers were decorated to commemorate the terrible price paid in a desperate struggle for our national identity.

While the "official" beginnings of the holiday remain a bit unclear - the purpose of reflecting and honoring the service and sacrifice
is not.

War is a terrible thing and human history is replete with examples of armed struggle, sacrifice, and service. This Memorial Day
| hope everyone in our great command will be able to take time and pause to remember those who have fallen --- and celebrate
what has been forged from the fires of war.

While the world is not perfect - and danger still exists - it is diminished. The terrible histories of nations and monarchs who set
forth conquest for personal or national gain have given way to cooperation and lasting friendships that we enjoy today. The world
is not perfect - but it is better and the hope of a better world is a spark in the hearts of all of us who serve in the military whether
we be military or civilian.

| want to thank you for your service and the spark that is in your hearts. Memorial Day reminds us of the terrible price we must
pay to ensure that the hope of a better world will never be quenched.

Please express my warmest regards to your families. Very Respectfully,

Col. Matthew D. Redding
Commander 598th Trans BDE (SDDC)
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Sergeant Major Cynthia B. Howard Corner

598th 2013 Best Warrior Competition

By Sgt. Ist Class Wanda D. Allen,
598th Trans BDE (SDDC,
HHD First Sergeant

Members of the 598th made the long

journey to Camp Darby Italy for the

Soldier and NCO of the Year Competition

that was held March 6-8, which was hosted

by the 839th Transportation Battalion. The

competition was comprised of Soldiers from

the 598th Transportation Brigade as well as

Soldiers from various units on Camp Dar-

by. There, a fierce competition was held to

determine who would be named the 2013

Best Warrior for Camp Darby and the 598th m Sergeant Kens-

Transportation Brigade. ley Bell being
tested on how fast

The Army Physical Fitness Test was the first she can put her

event of the 72 hour non-stop competition. NBC mask on.

All the Soldiers and NCOs that competed The time limit is

in the competition this year should be very 9 secs.

proud of their efforts. The competition was very close in point totals through-
out the entire three days. The score board changed many times depending on
the final results from each event.

Day two of the Best Warrior Competition included competitive marksman-
ship skills qualification and warrior task hands on testing. These tasks in-
cluded Soldiers performing measures on how to evaluate a casualty, prevent/
control shock, administer first aid for bleeding or severed extremity, 9-line
MEDEVAC, search vehicle for improvised explosive devices, conduct un-
masking procedures, protect yourself from chemical and biological contami-
nation, detect chemical agents using M8 or M9 detector paper, determine a
magnetic azimuth using a lensatic compass, and determine grid coordinates
of a point on a military map. When the marksmanship skills qualification
was finished and the smoke had cleared, Sgt. Bell shot 36 out of 40 therefore
earning the expert marksmanship badge. Her ability to perform well in this
event and the Physical Fitness Test really strengthened her confidence which
carried over into the warrior tasks testing.

= R o .:‘f-"_'-:;' " -
m Sergeant Kensley Bell is testing on first aid. The last event of the competition was the 12-mile foot march and it was prob-
She is preparing to apply a tourniquet. ably the hardest physical test of the competition, according to some partici-
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pants. “The hardest was without doubt the
12-mile march with a 30-pound pack. It was
hard, physically and mentally, but it was also
the best part,” said Sgt. Kensley Bell, 598th
TRANS BDE.

“I made it to the end, and even though the
other competitors had already completed
their march, they came back to support me.
This really is incredible esprit de corps. [
would have done it for anybody, but seeing
this reciprocated is the best thing that could
happen during a competition,” she said.

Even though SGT Bell started the compe-
tition with some concerns on how well she
would perform on the board and some other
hands on events, she went to Camp Darby
with every intention of coming away with the
coveted title of Best Warrior FY13. She did
an outstanding job representing herself, the
Brigade and the United States Army. She is
continuing to study and train for the SDDC
competition in the United States later on this
year. Overall, she maintained her can do and
never quit attitude. We are all proud of her
and wish her the best of luck as she leans for-
ward to take the SDDC title as well. m

m Sergeant Kensley Bell standing with 598th Transportation Brigade (SDDC) Com-
mand Sergeant Major Cynthia Howard (left) and Sergeant 1st Class Wanda Allen
(right) prior to stepping off on the 12-mile foot march.

S@t K@WSL@M Bell

Congratulations!

m Segeant Kensley Bell showing here land navigation skills by shooting an azimuth
with her compass.
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By 598th Transportation Brigade
Public Affairs

General William Fraser, III, commander, U.S.
Transportation Command, visited the Military
Surface Deployment and Distribution Command’s
598th Transportation Brigade in Sembach, Ger-
many to meet the brigade staff and receive opera-
tional updates earlier this month.

The 598th visit was part of Fraser’s command tour
of numerous logistics and transportation nodes in
U.S. European Command and Central Command
areas of operation.

Brigade staff updated the general on European
and African operational plans, brigade-level op-
erations supporting current and future operations.
The staff also gave status reports on employment
of SDDC and USTRANSCOM enterprise func-
tions in support of EUCOM and U.S. Africa Com-
mand.

Fraser
visits SDDC brigade
during command tour

-
&

m General William Fraser, III, commander, U.S. Transportation Command, visited
the Military Surface Deployment and Distribution Command’s 598th Transportation
Brigade in Sembach, Germany to meet the brigade staff and receive operational
updates May 8, 2013.

From left to right: Command Sgt. Maj. Cynthia Howard, 598th Transportation Bri-
gade, Col. Matthew Redding, commander, 598th Transportation Brigade, General
William Fraser I, commander, U.S. Transportation Command, Rear Admiral Wil-
liam A. Brown, Director, Strategy, Policy, and Logistics (TCJ5/J4), U.S. TRANS-
COM, Ambassador Dennise Mathieu, U.S. TRANSCOM

m General William Fraser, commander, U.S. Transportation Command, presents
commanders coins for excellence to Staff Sgt. Daniel Verastegui and Ms. Stacey
Vande Linde of the 598th Transportation command during a visit May 8, 2013.
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During the course of the operational updates, the

general provided feedback on his recent visits
with the 838th and 839th Transportation Battal-
ions. Each battalion oversees multi-modal nodes
supporting Operation Enduring Freedom.

“Having spent time with General Fraser in Riga,
it was important to hear his views of how the stra-
tegic picture links together,” noted Lt. Col. John
Gallagher, commander, 838th Trans Bn, “The
missions that the Brigade and both battalions are
performing are making it possible to carry out our
national foreign policy and military strategy.”

After the operational updates, the general and his staff toured the newly renovated
brigade workspaces and met the staff and workforce of the brigade before moving on
to their next commitment.

“We are honored to have the general visit us here,” said Lt. Col. Kurt Kehoe, brigade
executive officer. “The entire brigade has been extremely busy with consolidating
our headquarters and keeping the mission of support to EUCOM and AFRICOM.”

The 598th Transportation Brigade headquarters recently relocated from The Nether-
lands to Germany.

“This was a very important visit for the brigade and its workforce, ” commented Col.
Matthew Redding, commander, 598th Trans. Brigade, “The general and his staff
helped us better understand the many challenges we will face in coming years.” m

General William Fraser, commander, U. S. Transportation Command, and Chief Master Sergeant Marty Klukas, Senior Enlisted
Leader, U. S. Transportation Command pause to takeB a phé)toMW/thSthgoglgn-Comm:ss:oned Officers of the 598th Transportation
rigade May 8, .

gt : .
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b i AR S e ST W

m Front row kneeling from left to right: Sgt. Derek Gatton, Staff Sgt. Kia Xiong and Staff Sgt. Daniel Verastegui, 598th Transportation Bri-

gade. Second row standing from left to right: Command Sgt. Maj. Cynthia Howard, 598th Transportation Brigade, Sgt. 1st Class Ronnie
Williams, 598th Transportation Brigade, Sgt. Kensley Bell, 598th Transportation Brigade, Chief Master Sgt. Marty Klukas, Senior Enlisted
Leader, U. S. Transportation Command, Gen. William Fraser, U.S. Transportation Command, Sgt. 1st Class Wanda Allen, 598th Trans-
portation Brigade, Sgt. Maj. Chukwuemeka Uchegbu, 598th Transportation Brigade and Master Sgt. Luis Benitez, 598th Transportation

Brigade.
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USTRANSCOM COMMANDER
Introduced to 598th Personnel

)
s
IS]
A
N
Q
N
S
=
S
kg
S
Q.
)
<
S
=
<=
=
%
[S)
n
)
<
(8]
RS
)
BS]
g
S
[aa)
%
o
=
8]
<
a
[}

598 Trans Tribune 2013 No. 2, Page 8




Change of Command

at SDDC’s 950th
U.S. Army Trans Co
in Bremerhaven

L

By Bram de Jong,
598th Trans BDE (SDDC) CAO/PAO

Bremerhaven, 27 Feb 2013 — Military and civilian
personnel of the 950th Transportation Company
accompanied with representatives of their higher
headquarters; Lt. Col. John Gallagher, Com-
mander 838th Trans BN (SDDC), 598th Trans
BDE (SDDC) Command Sergeant Major Cynthia
Howard, and 838th Sergeant Major Chukwueme-
ka Uchegbu came together to bid farewell to 950th
Trans Co, Commander Major John Q. Dang and to
welcome Sgt. 1st Class Jermaine A. Taylor as the
new 950th Trans Co, Interim Commander.

During the ceremony Lt. Col. Gallagher awarded
Major John Dang the Meritorious Service Medal
for his service as commander of the 950th Trans
Co for the past two years.

The relinquishment of command was symboli-
cally visualized when Major Dang turned over the
responsibilities of the 950th Transportation >>>

m Bremerhaven personnel says farewell to Major
John Dang.

Powerm: :rs

m Major John Dang returns the responsibilities of the 950th Transportation Com-
pagny to his Commander, Lt.Col. John M. Gallagher. Maj. Dang's new job will be
with the Eighth U.S. Army HQ's in Seoul, South Korea.

m Lt.Col. John M. Gallagher present the 950th Transportation Compagny colo
Sergeant 1st Class Jermaine A. Taylor, who will be the interim Commander.
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Company by returning the 950th Colors to his
Commander, Lt.Col. John M. Gallagher. Gal-
lagher presented the colors to Sergeant 1st Class
Jermaine A. Taylor, who will be Interim Com-
mander.

Following the ceremony Gallagher spoke to the
audience about the 950th, ‘the key strategic Sea
port power projection platform for EUCOM’ and
praised Maj. John Dang and his crew for their
achievements over the last two years. Gallagher
listed some achievements: “The 950th Transpor-
tation Company has accomplished many missions
in that short period of time! The Local National
employees and Military of the 950th have averted
documentation problems by nesting with deploy-
ing units early.”

He also welcomed Sgt 1st Class Taylor: “Very
happy to have you as continuity for 950th Trans
Company. As the senior enlisted Service Member
here in Bremerhaven I charge you with continu-
ing the long history of U.S. military service in
Bremerhaven. Maintain discipline, be operation-
ally focused and champion issues for the entire
950th Team and families. Sgt. 1st Class Taylor
and the 950th NCOs are more than capable of
maintaining the military presence here, until we
sort through what the future end state structure
will look like. Our planning efforts to support SD-
DC’s Global Force lay down coupled with the un-
certainty of sequestration and its potential impact
on the U.S. DoD preclude us from conducting a
full change of command ceremony today.”

In his remarks Major John Q. Dang said: “These
past two years have been very fulfilling for me.
Professionally, as an Army Transportation Offi-
cer, the 950th is probably one of the best assign-
ments in pure Transportation to have. Very few
other places can match Bremerhaven’s opportuni-
ty to work with all aspects of Surface Transporta-
tion of Rail, Trucking and Shipping. As a Logisti-
cian, one of my primary missions is to support the
Warfighter.”

Dang also praised the support he received from
the contractors in Bremerhaven and Nordenham
and the excellent relationship with his local na-
tional workforce whom he praised for their loy-
alty and hard work. Major John Dang’s new job
will be with the Eighth U.S. Army HQ’s in Seoul,
South Korea.

Sgt 1st Class Jermaine A. Taylor thanked his su-
pervisors for their confidence. He stated that he
has all trust in the knowledge and professional
skills of the 950th military and civilian employees
to handle the 950th mission. m

21st TSC

assists movement

of last main battle tanks
out of Europe

By Staff'Sgt. Alexander A. Burnett,
21st TSC Public Affairs

5 April, 2013, KAISERSLAUTERN, Germany -- The last 22 Abrams main battle
tanks assigned to U.S. Army Europe armored combat units began the final portion
of their journey back to the United States at the 21st Theater Sustainment Com-
mand's Theater Logistics Support Center Europe railhead, here, March 18. This
ended a 69-year history of U.S. tanks in Germany.

The tanks arrived at the railhead in the early hours of March 18, and the members
of TLSC-E had 24 hours to get them ready to move. Host-nation civilians worked
12-hour shifts to get each tank inventoried, marked, secured and fastened. Each step
in securing the tanks was crucial for the trip.

"These tanks must be meticulously accounted for and secured to their rail cars,"
said Jurgen Mohrhardt, the railhead branch manager for the Supply Activity Eu-
rope, TLSC-E and a native of Schopp, Germany. "We are here to ensure these tanks
are properly retrograded and accounted for. We want them to make it back safely to
the United States... the team here did an amazing job getting them ready to move."

To ensure the physical security of the tanks on their journey, six military police
Soldiers from the 21st TSC's 18th Military Police Brigade accompanied the train to
the port of Bremerhaven, Germany.

At Bremerhaven, the 22 tanks were loaded on to a vessel called 'MV Honor,' an
American roll-on, roll-off vessel that allows vehicles to drive onto the deck as op-
posed to loading them with a crane. Charleston, S.C., was the destination of the tanks
and four of the military police escort detail.

"It is an honor to be one of the Soldiers escorting the last battle tanks out of Ger-
many," said Sgt. Jeremy Jordan, a military police noncommissioned officer assigned
to the 529th Military Police Company and a native of Houston. "As these tanks sail
back to the U.S., we are closing a chapter in history."

The U.S. Army first brought tanks to the European continent in 1944, beginning in
France with D-Day. By September 1944, the first tanks from 5th Armored Division
had made it into Germany. After WWII, the majority of the Sherman tanks used were
sent back to the United States.

During the Korean War, a new surge of tanks entered Germany to act as a defense
force for Western Europe from the Soviets. Tanks remained in Germany throughout
the years to deploy in support of missions in the Middle East. At its peak, Germany
was home to 20 armored divisions, which amounts to approximately 6,000 tanks.

"There have been tanks in Germany since 1944, and now there are none," said An-
drew M. Morris, Ph. D., the U.S. Army Europe historian and native of Boulder, Colo.
"For most of that time, the U.S. was a tank heavy Army. This marks the end of an
era, both for the armored history in Germany and the U.S. military. >>>
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950th Trans Co (SDDC)
personnel supports the
export of the last

U.S. M1 Battle Tanks

H "Moving these last twenty-two tanks symbolizes a
L Europ < change in war-fighting methodology," said Ingrid

Boger the TLSC-E public affairs officer. "This is
By Michael Korn the end of a long tradition and history of having
950th Trans Co Traffic Manager battle tanks in Germany."

m " Pull the rope".

The last tank to load the vessel was the 'Casa

Special train #62795 arrived late on 20 March 2013 at Bremerhaven Nordhafen. As Loca,' 'The Crazy House.' As the single-metric-
always, 950th Trans Co NCO'’s took care of the rail guards and supercargoes com- ton war machine climbed the ramp onto the ves-
ing off the train. The unloading of the non-operational tanks took place during 1st sel, it signified the end of an era in Germany, Mor-
shiff on 21 March 13. All tanks were lifted by reach stacker off the railcars and towed ris said.

to 950th Trans Co staging area in the Nordhafen.
"It's a major change in orientation from being a

U.S. flag MV HONOR was loaded at Bremerhaven, Germany, with 22 each M1A1 heavy force oriented on the defense of Western
tanks for Charleston on 23 March 2013. The vessel berthed with starboard side and Europe to a deployable expeditionary force able
stern ramp was used. 950th Trans Co, Senior Marine Cargo Specialist, Burkhard to go anywhere,"” Morris said. m

Bremer supervised the operation. Our S&RTS contractor for longshore services was
used to load the tanks. Tanks were towed using tug master to main deck. 950th
S&RTS stevedore company lashed and secured the tanks at final place of stow.
(Article and photo courtesy
21st TSC Public Affairs)
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SDDC Adds
Valuable Capability to
African Lion Exercise
in Morrocco

A
S

By Col. Matthew D. Redding,
Commander, 598th Transportation Brigade

ki

U.S.ARMY

m The USNS Dahl, part of the Marine Pre-posi-
tioning program arrives at berth in Agadir, Mo-
rocco to begin discharging USMC equipment.

As the morning rain ended and the Moroccan sun
began to dry the ground, members of U.S. Trans-
portation Command’s Joint Task Force - Port
Opening emerged from the pier side warehouse
ready to provide a valuable capability to this
year’s African Lion exercise.

African Lion is a joint and combined annual exer-
cise sponsored by the Chairman of the Joint Chief
of Staff, scheduled by U.S. Africa Command, ex-
ecuted by Marine Force Africa and hosted by Mo-
rocco’s Royal Armed Forces.

Units within Military Surface Deployment and
Distribution Command’s 597" and 598th Trans-
portation Brigades play a vital role with JTF-PO.

“We are here to work with our host nation part-
ners and support the mission objectives of US-
TRANSCOM and USAFRICOM,” stated Lieuten-

-.—*I,__.;-' _ Rl N i
m Convoy: Members of Joint Task Force Port Opening
(JTFPO) assist U.S. Marines document arriving cargo
after vessel discharge operations.

ant Colonel Marcilyn Patterson, the commander of JTF-PO for African Lion ‘13
(Commander 838" Trans Bn SDDC). “Here in the support side of JTF-PO, we have
to make sure we meet the objectives of our higher headquarters and match them
against the mission needs for the maneuver Joint Task Force,” she added.

JTF-PO members consisted of elements from the 839th Transportation Battalion,
Livorno, Italy; 688th Rapid Port Opening Element at Fort Eustis, VA; and U.S. Na-
val Reserve 107th Expeditionary Port Unit headquartered in Raleigh, N.C.

“We couldn t be more joint,” said Sgt. 1st Class Philip Goodwin, JTF-PO J-1 NCO-
IC. “We have Army, Navy, Air Force, and Marines all working side by side in the
port here in Agadir to accomplish the same mission. We have trained hard for this
for months and it is exciting to see it in action.”

“The Joint Task Force - Port Opening (JTF-PO) is very well suited to a fast port en-
try situation like we have here in Agadir,” explained Major Joseph Borovicka of the
688th Rapid Port Opening Element (RPOE), the Surface Element for the JTF-PO.

57 e (A SN S A
m Army, Navy, Air Force, and Marine personnel are briefed on force protection
measures by Sergeant First Class Derrick Curley, JTFPO-J2 NCOIC before opera-
tions begin.
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"The habitual joint relationships, rapid port open-
ing skill sets, and cargo distribution experience in
the JTF-PO are serving us well in this environ-
ment, and I believe we 're bringing real value-add-
ed to the entry stage of this exercise.”

This CJCS-level exercise will involve more than
1,400 U.S. military personnel as part of USAF-
RICOM. The exercise begins with troops from
different services and nations arriving in early
April and joining more than 900 Moroccan RAF
in various regions of the Kingdom to take part in
the annual exercise.

African lion is designed to improve interoper-
ability and mutual understanding of each nation’s
military tactics, techniques and procedures. The
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exercise involved military cargo shipped by commercial carriers and use of the Ma-
rine Pre-Position program vessel the United States Naval Ship the Dahl. Over 400
pieces of military cargo, containers of supply, trucks and trailers were deployed to
support starting the exercise.

“Our success on this operation has been determined by the great partnership we
share with the members of JTF-PO,” said Capt. Ania Driscoll, officer in charge of
vessel preparation and cargo operations for the 14th Marine Regimental AAOG.
“Every member of the JTF-PO has been helpful in making our efforts meet the exer-
cise objectives and we are really glad to be deployed with them here and supporting
our Moroccan friends and partners.”

Commander Eric Gunn, the EPU 107 commander attested to the importance of this
annual bi-lateral exercise with the Moroccan military. “The Moroccans have been
great to work with. It’s been gratifying to work with Moroccan civilians and military
members alike, and know that both the U.S. and Morocco are benefitting from this
outstanding training opportunity.” m
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Members of the 839th Transportation Battalion (SDDC) deployed to Agadir, Morocco from 1- 15 April 2013 to participate in Exercise

African Lion 2013.

The 839th TB team joined forces with the 107th EPU, and the 688th RPOE to form Joint Task Force United. The task force executed all
facets of vessel discharge and cargo disposition operations. The 688th RPOE brought a very knowledgeable team of port specialists which
resulted in a smooth vessel discharge and cargo disposition operation. The 107th EPU in coordination with the 839th Transportation Bat-
talion made up the Battalion Staff who planned and executed daily operations on both the Commercial and Military ports.

This challenging mission consisted of discharging in excess of 400 pieces from the MV Arc Freedom and the preposition ship USNS Dahl
and tracking each piece as it moved from the discharge site to another port several kilometers away where it was staged and later disposi-

tioned to the customer. m
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"African Lion 2013’

m Sgt. 1st Class Lindsey training Capt. Lowry how to
properly scan cargo using the HHT CK61 scanner.

a;i

m Major Boravicka (J3) taking notes as Lt.Col. Patter-
son gives the on-brief.

m Corporal Saahir and Spec. Fritz (JAT) setting up vital
communication equipment outside the JOC

7,

m Commander Gunn, XO; Lt.Col. Patterson, Commander and Sgt. Maj.
Jackson, SGM.

B B - o
m Battle Captain/S2 discussing force protection measures

m Sgt. 1st Class Hamilton and Staff Sgt.. Cogman taking a well deserved
break from tallying cargo
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598 Command Events

Visit by German Forces Host Nation Logistics Partners

19 March 2013 — Bremerhaven, Germany
— 950" Trans Co hosted a team composed
of twelve German Forces Officers from
the Logistics School of German Forces at
Lucius D. Clay Kaserne at Garlstedt, Ger-
many. The group was led by German Forces
Oberstleutnant (LTC) Bickmeier and was
accompanied by an exchange officer from
the Afghan Army. Michael Korn, Terminal

By Michael Korn, 950" Trans Co, Traffic Manager

Powermovers

Manager, provided the group with the latest
950™ Trans Co command briefing.

The visit by the group started in the morn-
ing at the 950" Headquarters building with a
meet and greet together with SFC Taylor, the
acting 950" Commander. Before the group
left for an orientation tour of the Navy Oper-
ations School, a group photo was taken and

Oberstleutnant Bickmeier closed the event
with an invitation to the 950" to come visit
the Logistics School at Garlstedt during the
Open House in September 2013.

“The most important outcomes of the visit
was that the members of the Logistics School
now have a far better understanding on
SDDC capabilities in Northern Europe”.m

Mr. Allen Harris's Contribution to Leadership Professional Development

By Staff Sgt. Alisa Cogman
839" Transportation Battalion

839th Trans Bn invited Mr. Allen Harris to
the Camp Darby Community Club for a de-
lightful lunch with the military. He took this
opportunity to enlighten us with his military
experiences as what we would call today an
88L, watercraft engineer.

Mr. Harris also gave a personal and heart-
felt account of how military life was for him

when he volunteered to joined the United
States Army in 1966 at the age of seventeen.

Mr. Harris shared memories of some of the
struggles he had to face as a young African
American not only in the Vietnam War but
also the rivalry between the draftees and the
all-volunteer Soldiers in the Army. He wit-
nessed great changes in the military to in-
clude the introduction of women in armed
forces with whom he proudly served. Above
all, Mr. Harris expressed immense joy of
his 22 years of service to his country in the
armed forces. m
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838" NCOs visit Wounded Warriors at Landstuhl
: ; —

By Sgt. Maj. Chukwuemaka Uchegbu,
838" Trans BN (SDDC)

21% March 2013, Landstuhl Medical Center
(WTB) -- The 838" Transportation Battalion
Sergeants Major, Sgt. Maj. Chukwuemeka
Uchegbu and the Noncommissioned officers
assigned to the Battalion visited the wound-
ed warriors at the landstuhl medical center
as part of the unit’s Non- Commissioned Of-
ficer Professional Development program.

Sgt. Maj. Uchegbu accompanied by the Bat-
talion operations NCOs, Sgt. 1% Class Leroy
Beckford, Sgt. 1% Class Omar Robertson,
and the movement control NCO Staff Sgt.
Christopher Perkins visited the Intensive
Care Unit (ICU), the chaplains closet, the
infamous Ward 10D, and USO facility at the
medical center.

The Soldiers began their tour with a call to
the ICU ward, where they were welcomed
and escorted around by Staff Sgt. Adam
Wade, the NCOIC of the shift. Sgt.Maj.
Uchegbu stopped and talked with some of
the relatives and Family members of the
wounded warriors that were on the ground
for a visit. The Soldiers also made a brief
stop at Ward 10D wing of the medical cen-
ter, this ward serves as a recovery bay for
the wounded warriors just released from the
ICU. The NCOs were welcomed and escort-
ed by Lieutenant Caitlin, Scarborough, the
head nurse at the ward.

The community outreach was concluded
with a visit to the chaplain’s closet and the
USO wing of the medical center. At the
chaplain’s closet the Soldiers were greeted
and escorted by Air force Master Sgt. James
Conner, who is the closet NCOIC, he ex-
plained how the closet has been able to assist
multiple Warriors who were airlifted from
the theater without their personal belong-
ings. The shelves were stocked with brand
new items; clothing, shoes, bags, personal
hygiene items, etc, that were donated by dif-
ferent agencies, and or purchased with the
chaplain’s fund.

The NCOs also visited the USO, toured the
brand new facilities equipped with a movie
lounge, an internet café, an outdoor balcony
and a game room, it was obvious from our
visit that the military is doing an outstand-

£ i = .. L Y

m Staff Sgt. Adam Wade, the shift NCOIC at the Intensive Care Unit (left) explains his work
to Sgt. Maj. Chukwuemeka Uchegbu during the visit. Staff Sgt Perkins, 838" Trans BN in
the center.

m 2" Lieutenant Caitlin Scar-
borough, the head nurse at
Ward 10D, answered questions
from Sgt. Maj. Uchegbu during
the community outreach visit.

ing job in making sure that our
wounded warriors are well taken %
care of, it also turned out to be a
great Professional development
for the NCOs assigned to the
unit. m

m Sgt. Maj. Uchegbu (center) talks with Master Sgt. James Conner, NCOIC of the Chaplain's
closet.
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SHARP STAND-DOWN DAY

By Sgt. I* Class Delano Hamler,
839" Trans BN

The 839" Transportation Battalion con-
ducted their SHARP Stand-Down Day on
Wednesday, 27 March 2013. The event
opened up with Carolyn (Kitty) Harris brief-
ing an overview of all the events scheduled
throughout the day.

The SHARP Stand-Down Day had sev-
eral guest speakers. Guest speakers from
the Camp Darby Military Community in-
cluded representatives from the Livorno
Health Clinic, Chaplin’s Office and Com-
mand Judge Advocate. Supporting the
day’s events via telecom was the Criminal
Investigation Command from Vicenza, Italy.
Each agency briefed their specific roles in a
sexual assault case and some of the limita-
tions of being assigned to a small military
community hindered by limited services and
resources.

Soldier’s, civilians and their family members
attended the event. This new experience for
family members assigned to the Battalion
was received well and the unit received ad-
ditional enlightenment from a family mem-
ber perspective. Lt.Col. Marcilyn Patterson
facilitated the exchange of dialogue regard-

pe'T

.

m Capt. Daniel D. Hill, Command Judge Advocate speaking on his role and responsibilities
in a sexual assault case.

ing the Rape Myth Survey and the movie The Invisible War. Both of these events garnered
insightful discussion and provided recommendations which may improve the SHARP Pro-
gram as we go forward.

The day was extremely successful with Kudos on a great job to both the Battalion’s SHARP
representatives (Carolyn (Kitty) Harris and Sgt. 1% Class Kevin Hamilton) for coordinating
and facilitating such an informative and well prepared program. m

Brig.Gen. Jonathan Ives, Deputy Commander 377th TSC visits 839th Trans BN

By Sgt. 1st Class Kevin Hamilton, 839th Trans BN . Y

Livorno, Italy, April 2013 -- The 839TH Trans Bn gave
the command brief to Brigadier General Jonathan Ives,
the Deputy Commander of the 377th Theater Sustainment
Command located in Belle Chase, LA.

While on vacation in the Livorno area (Camp Darby), Gen
Ives seized the opportunity to see the makeup of the 839th
Transportation Battalion and receive a firsthand brief as
how we function within the AFRICOM AOR. Brig.Gen.
Ives was extremely impressed with the knowledge of the
staff as they briefed the various capabilities of the unit.

Maj. Humelsine and Sgt.Maj. Jackson were presented with
the 377th Theater Sustainment Command coin for the pre-
sentation and hospitality. m
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838t Hosted the
598" Trans BDE

Women’s History Month

By Major Dovia L. Williams,
838" Trans Bn, Executive Officer

28 March 2013, Kleber Kaserne -- Women
inspiring Innovation through Imagination
was the theme of this year’s celebration.
Among the list of attendees and participants
were members of the 598" Transportation
Brigade, the 838" Transportation Battal-
ion detachments via video teleconference
(VTC), 266" Finance, IMCOM, and CE-
COM.

m Guest Speaker Lt.Col. Leslie Dillard,commander 773" Civil Support Team discussed how
The observance began with a tribute presen-  women in Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics molded her in to the officer
tation of women who contributed to the field  she is foday.
of science, technology, engineering, and
mathematics followed by a musical selec- the officer she is today. She ended with a poem titled “I AM” which highlighted wives,
tion from saxophonist Kenneth Morris and  mothers, Sojourner Truth, Amelia Earhart, Susan B. Anthony, Astronaut Sally Ride, and
vocalist Sebrina Morris of Vogelweh Gospel  Hillary Clinton.
Choir. Lt.Col. Leslie Dillard; commander of
the 773" Civil Support Team and renowned  She stated in her poem: “These women were dedicated, never intimidated and always antici-
poet was our guest speaker for the event. As  pated a movement that culminated in victory. So yes these women should be commemorated
a chemical officer, Lt.Col. Dillard discussed  and celebrated. For I am beautifully and wonderfully created, I am highly educated and
how women in Science, Technology, Engi-  sophisticated, I am motivated and invigorated, no longer fixated on what I can't do, but what
neering and Mathematics molded her in to  /can. I AM — WOMAN!"'m

m Photos by Sgt. 1t Class Ronnie Williams, 598" Trans BDE

= I e - L e A
m From left to right: Certificate of Appreciation presented to Lt.Col. Leslie Dillard (left) by 598th Transportation Brigade; XO Lt. Col. Kurt
Kehoe and Command Sgt. Maj. Cynthia Howard, and 838th Transportation Battalion Sgt.Maj.; Sgt. Maj. Chukwuemeka Uchegbu.
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839TH TRANSPORTATION BATTALION
BOARDS THE USS MONTEREY

by Staff Sgt. Alisa Cogman
|

839th Transportation Battalion personnel
and family members were afforded the op-
portunity to try on their sea legs aboard a
naval guided missile cruiser, the USS Mon-
terey (CG 61), at the Port of Livorno, 23
April 2013.

CMC Larry Linton of the USS Monterey
lead the tour and introduced 839th to some
of the 350 plus Sailors aboard the ship of
which the average age of the crew members
is 22 years of age trained in 70 different spe-
cialties.

Adults were just as fascinated as the children
were by the weaponry and complex technol-
ogy that makes the USS Monterey function-
al. This magnificent vessel is designed to
provide air, surface, undersea and air strike
warfare support. The tour also incorporated
all level of the ship to include dining rooms,
sleeping quarters, and the bridge. Crew-
members gave in-depth question and answer
sessions, discussing everything from the
ships mechanics to life at sea.

What I found to be particularly interesting
was the ships sophisticated defense systems.
Everyone on the tour left the USS Monterey
in awe. In fact one of the NCO’s of 839th has
a son who is now convinced that the Navy is
his calling after graduation.m

4

A Sgt Ist Class Lindsey, Danny and Fam-
ily.

<« USS Monterey Control Room. (Photo by
Staff Sgt. Alisa Cogman, 839th Trans BN).

A Garrett Humelsine on the 50 Cal.

o Staff Sgt, Alisa Cogman and Naval Sailor
aboard the USS Monterey. (Photo by Alain
Harris, 839th Trans BN).
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m Photo by Staff Sgt. Alisa Cogman, 839th Trans BN

m Photo by SGM Daisy Jackson, 839th Trans BN




MTMC-SDDC
Rotterdam, NL
Reunion

15 May 2013

Rotterdam, NL -- More than 70 MTMC/SDDC/
MSC/MCT former, retired and active person-
nel answered the invitation from Jan de Ruijter,
former 598th Traffic Manager and Bram de Jong,
598th PAO, to attend a Reunion Meeting at the
Van Ghentkazerne on 15 May 2013.

The program was simple, ‘meet and greet and
have a nice time!' It seemed that there was a lot to
share with each other. Several employees brought
pictures and photobooks from the old days which
even created more stories!

Lt.Col. John M. Gallagher commander 838th Transportation Battalion represented
the U.S. site of the house.

"The reunion at Van Ghent Kaserne was amazing," he said. "We had folks on hand
who built the foundation for our organization's establishment in Rotterdam in the late
1950's and early 1960s through current employees of the BENELUX Detachment and
598th Transportation Brigade HQ's. Over the years all of these Dutch employees
shared one common goal; ensuring the best support for strategic surface movements
supporting U.S. Forces stationed in Europe.

They have countless memories working side by side with U.S. Military and Depart-
ment of the Army civilians at ports in Northern and Southern Europe, the Middle East
and Africa.

It was an honor to be present at the reunion and hear the stories and tremendous
contributions these individuals made whether in operations, resource management,
supply and services or communications."

Other feedback is very positive as well. Gerry de Visser, former 598th Command
Secretary: "It was really fabulous to see a lot of our friends and colleagues!"

Hans Reymerink, former 598th Logistics: "Super event! Difficult, but next time with
(former) U.S. colleagues?

Sylvia van Asten, former Benelux Terminal Documentation: Thank you all...I had a
great time and a big thanks for the organizers of this event... let's do it again...would
be great!

Monique Baptist, 598 Logistics Contracting: / was really very nice and time flied! I'm
already looking forward to the next time and wouldn't it be great to have some of our
former U.S. colleagues present...?

Of course it would be great to have our U.S. colleagues attending, however we realise
the difficulties money and time! However, having the modern ways of communica-
tion like Facebook and e-mail available for almost everyone, we may advertise a next
event international in time!

Words of thanks go to Jan de Ruyter, former 598th Traffic Manager who came up with
the initiative and realisation of this second reunion. The first reunion was held at the
SDDC building in Capelle aan den IJssel on 14 October 2011.

Also thanks to the Commander of the Van Ghentkazerne, who allowed us at his kas-
erne and Aad Allaard from the Dutch Ministry of Defense who supported the event
with a financial contribution.

By Bram de Jong, 598th Trans BDE, Public Affairs
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Alcohol and Driving DON'T MIX!

By Rudy Magereij, 598th Trans BDE Safety Manager

During the summer months there is a drastic increase in traffic accidents due to heavy traffic condi-
tions. Unfortunately, there are also a higher number of accidents caused by drinking and driving. Drunk
drivers kill themselves, their passengers, people they do not know and even people they love.

The period between early spring and September is a time large numbers of summer vacationers
travel the roads. During the summer months one or more areas of Europe are on holiday! Drivers will
need all their skills and abilities to handle this increase in traffic. This is not the time for anyone to drive
while impaired due to drugs or alcohol.

If going out to celebrate, be responsible! Drinking as little as one drink per hour can impair your
ability to drive and get you arrested for DUI.

One drink is considered one 12-ounce beer, one 5 ounce glass of liquor or one cocktail made with
I-”2 ounce of liquor. The safest choice is not to drink at all or if you do drink have a designated driver.

Some people have the mistaken notion that a drink gives them a "Lift." Alcohol does not stimulate,
it depresses the central nervous system. This so-called "Lift" gives the false impression of stimulation and
falsely increases self-confidence. In reality, alcohol slows down your decision making process, impairs
judgment and decreases reaction time. This combination is disastrous when a split second life and death
decision must be made.

When hosting a party or going out with friends, be responsible. Make sure everyone has a safe ride
home or offer to let him or her stay at your house. Never encourage "one more for the road" or push alco-
hol on someone who passes it up. Make sure nonalcoholic drinks are available for your friends and guests.

Contrary to popular belief black coffee, cold showers, fresh air, or other folklore remedies will not
overcome the effects of alcohol. These may make you wide-awake, but you will still be just as drunk.
The only remedy is time. The average human body can only detoxify alcohol at a rate of about one drink
per hour. Don't be misleading by Blood Alcohol Concentration (BAC) charts that tell you how much you
can drink. One mixed drink, one can of beer, or one glass of wine causes impairment. German beer has
higher alcohol content than American beer. They are normally larger than the average 12 ounce American
beer. One German beer could equal two drinks.

Under Current German Traffic Law the Blood Alcohol Content (BAC) has been reduced to .05 BAC.
As little as one drink could put you over the limit and in trouble.
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